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INTRODUCTION 
 
The main aim of this guide is to help us all through the first few weeks before we get the course 
books, and it’s also to ensure that all the groups are working on more or less the same things. 
Students have joined these groups in order to prepare the PROFICIENCY (C2) exam so we want 
to make sure our students feel that they are focusing on things related to the exam from the very 
first day. However we must stress that C2 is an incredibly high level and the exam very 
demanding so students must be very aware that it is a huge jump from C1 and therefore 
they should be realistic with their objectives. 
In the first few weeks we aim to give them an overview of the main parts of the exam and do a 
sample exam. 
It’s also important to set them homework as soon as possible so they realise they have to commit 
themselves to working a lot on their own as well as in class. Encourage them to read widely, listen 
to the radio and watch TV / films in English as often as possible.   
In this guide you will find a series of worksheets and activities to do with your students. If you use 
any supplementary material of your own which would be useful to other groups, please make it 
available to all the teachers. 
 
Any introductory exercises should be done as a class and the exam practice individually. 
PLEASE KEEP A RECORD OF STUDENTS’ RESULTS from this sample exam. 

 
*Don’t forget that on the CL website, Teachers’ corner: Cambridge ESOL Exams you have a copy 
of all the Teachers’ handbooks. 
 
 
WORKSHEETS –Getting to know you: 1. “the dating game” OR  2. "How special am I?" 
 
1. Give a copy of the chosen worksheet  to each student and ask them to complete the sentences 
with as much detail/humour/sarcasm as possible! 
Students then ask each other the questions and swap information, find out how much they have in 
common, so they will have to be prepared to ask further questions.  
E.g. I can’t stand people speaking on their mobile phones really loudly on the bus! Follow up 
question: Do you think this should be banned? Does this get on your nerves? 
Try to use phrasal verbs and idioms whenever possible. E.g. in number 8 (both worksheets), “ I 
really look up to people whoK” 

Feedback as a class and talk about the different topics raised. 

WORKSHEETS  3 & 4: HOLIDAYS AND TRAVELLING / IDIOMS 

As we are just back from summer, the topic of travelling should be fresh in our minds! 

3: Start with the question bubbles, either as a class question and answer session or in pairs or 
small groups. There are two bubbles for students to write their own questions to ask. Remind 
students that we want to hear a wide range of structures!! 
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4: IDIOMS & PRESENTATION  -  Brainstorm any idioms students may know and talk about the 
idioms and expressions given. 

In the speaking part of the Proficiency exam students will have to speak for two minutes on a 
topic. This activity is good practice to start working towards this. Insist that students work together 
to come up with more ideas and when they speak under pressure they can help each other out! 
Get the other students to listen carefully and ask a question / challenge after the others have 
spoken. 

WORKSHEET 5 - Colourful holiday collocations. 

This is a long activity but good collocation practice. Full instructions are on the worksheet and the 
activity can be followed by the role play, so that students can try and use some of the collocations. 

WORKSHEET 6 -  ROLE PLAY - Students read instructions and plan their presentation. 
Encourage them to include as many idioms, expressions and collocations as possible!! 

WORKSHEET 7 - CPE QUIZ – How much do you know about the exam? 

Students work in pairs to try and match the numbers to the facts about the exam. Correct together 
and hand out a copy of the outline of the Proficiency exam for students to keep as a reference.  
Answers: 

1. 4 2. 25 3. 1 4. 7 5. 4 6. 5 7. 53 

8. 90 9. 2 10. 2 11. 2 12. 240 13. 280 14. 4 

15. 1 16. 280 17. 320 18. 90 19. 3 20. 4 21. 30 

22. 2 23. 40 24. 4 25. 1or2 26. 2 27. 3 28. 16 

WORKSHEET 8. OUTLINE OF PROFICIENCY EXAM for students to keep as a 
reference. 

.WORKSHEET 9 - READING AND USE OF ENGLISH SAMPLE TEST 

The idea of doing a sample exam in class is to get students familiar with the kind of 
exercises that appear in the official exam. You can obviously decide to do the sections in 
any order and combine it with other activities so as to ensure a variety of activities. When 
it comes to the reading parts, it would be advisable to do a couple of questions of each 
part together so students know what to expect but then let them do the rest of the reading 
at home. In this way you can use the lesson time for more productive work like speaking, 
vocabulary and listening. 

Reading and Use of English Part one – multiple choice cloze. 
 
This part tests the candidates’ control and range of vocabulary.  
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Part 1 consists of a text with eight gaps. Students choose correct answer from four options 
(A,B,C,D) 

Each correct answer receives 1 mark.  

Students look at the information and preliminary exercises and do them together. (ANSWERS: C 
leaking, A interested, B being, C Much as, C out ) 

 

Then they try the exam task. 

 

Reading and Use of  English Part two – open cloze. 

 
This part tests the candidates’ awareness and control of grammar, with some focus on 
vocabulary. 

 
 Part 2 consists of a text in which there are 8 gaps (plus one gap as an example).  
 Candidates have to think of a word which will fill the gap correctly.  

 The answer will always be a single word. In some cases, there may be more than one possible 
answer and this is allowed for in the mark scheme. It is important that students write only one 
word for each space. The same word does not occur twice.  

The absence or misuse of punctuation is ignored, although spelling, as in all parts of the 
Reading and Use of English paper, must be correct. 
Each correct answer receives 1 mark. 
 
Students do the sample task individually or in pairs. 
 

Reading and Use of English Part three – word formation. 
 
The focus of this task is primarily lexical, though an understanding of structure is also 
required. (for example paying attention to the verb tense or whether a noun is plural or singular, 
or if the word needed is positive or negative) 

  
Part 3 consists of a text containing 8 gaps (plus one gap as an example).  

At the end of some of the lines, and separated from the text, there is a stem word in capital letters.  

Students need to form an appropriate word from given stem words to fill each gap.  

Reading and Use of  English Part four. 

 Check they know what is expected of them in this part of the exam: 

 

• How many questions are there in Part 4? (six questions plus an example). 

• What is written on the question paper for each question? (there are three parts: a 
lead-in sentence, a key word, and a second sentence, of which only the beginning and 
end are given.)  

• What do you have to do? (Candidates have to fill the gap in the second sentence so that 
the completed sentence is similar in meaning to the lead-in sentence.)  
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• How many words can you use to fill the gap? (between three and eight words, one of 
which must be the key word.)  

• Can you change the key word you’re given? (No, the key word must not be changed in 
any way.)  

• What should you write on the answer sheet? (Candidates only write the words which 
complete the gap on the answer sheet, not the whole sentence.)  

Also point out that:  
• Handwriting must be clear on the answer sheet (paper based exams!)  

• Each answer is divided into two parts for marking so candidates may get 0, 1 or 2 marks 
depending on the accuracy of their answer.  

Reading and Use of English Part five – multiple choice reading comprehension. 
 
Warm up: 
Check that students are familiar with basic facts about Part 5 by asking the following questions:  

a) What types of text are there?  

b) What types of question are there?  

c) How many questions are there?  

d) How many marks are there?  

e) What is tested in this part?  

f) Can you write on the question paper? (paper based exams!) 

Answers: 
 
a) The texts are from newspapers, magazines, novels, non-fiction  

b) Multiple- choice questions, four options (A,B,C,D), one correct option to be chosen  

c) Six  

d) There are two marks for each question  

f) The questions test detail, opinion, attitude, tone, purpose, main idea, implication, text 
organisation features such as exemplification and reference  

g) Yes, you can mark the question paper in any way you like (underlining, highlighting, etc.) but 
you must transfer your answers to the answer sheet within the time limit. (paper exams only! 
Computer exams you just select your answer.) 
 
Get students to read the first two questions and underline key ideas in the questions, then read 
the relevant part of the text and try and answer them.  
 
Answers and explanations at the end in the answer section. 

Reading and Use of  English Part six – gapped text 
 
Check students are familiar with the task: They must put the missing paragraphs back into the 
text. There is one paragraph they will not need. There are two points for each question.  
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Procedure: Give out the main text and ask students to make brief notes about the main points in 
each paragraph. Underline key points, grammatical and lexical links, trying to predict what might 
come next etc. 
Next give out the missing paragraphs and ask students to do the task.  
 
Answers and explanations at the end in the answer section. 

Reading and Use of  English Part seven – multiple matching exercise. 
 
Remind students that words they read in the statements paraphrase words in the text. 
Encourage them to underline the key words and expressions when they find the answers in the 
text. 
Students then do the reading task individually. 
One point for each question. 
 
Answers and explanations at the end in the answer section. 

WORKSHEET 10 - WRITING Parts 1 and 2. 

Give out the student’s worksheet and sample task. Ask students to complete the key 
facts.  

Remind students that part one writing always has a summarizing and evaluating focus. 
There will always be two texts in the input, the points of which students are expected to 
address in their essay adding their own views and opinions. 

Ask students to spend some time in pairs brainstorming ideas and ask them to try and 
summarise the texts without using too much of the wording from the question. 

Read the options for part two as a class and spend some time brainstorming ideas and 
asking students to come up with ideas and vocabulary which could be useful for each 
part. You could focus on the “favourite” option of the class so that your students all have a 
go at the same piece of writing for homework  There is a sample report at the end of the 
answer section if you want to look at it with your students. 

Students write an essay and the common choice from part 2 for homework. 

WORKSHEET 11 – LISTENING SAMPLE EXAM 

This is a complete listening test, you could do it in one lesson or spread out over two, 
whichever suits you and your students best.  

You will find the audio in Teachers corner on the CL website, CPE Oxford Practice 
tests Test 2. 
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Make sure you spend time going through the questions before they listen to help with 
tactics, and also afterwards go carefully through the answers. The students usually 
appreciate a copy of the audio script to underline key phrases. You will find a copy of the 
audio script  at the end after the answer section. 

WORKSHEET 12 – SPEAKING SAMPLE TEST - Parts 1 and 2. 

Part 1 of the speaking exam lasts just two minutes and the examiner will ask a few 
personal information questions to each candidate. 

Part 2 consists of a collaborative task. Candidates are asked to look at a set of photos. 
The first part of the task they have to two look at two of them (as stipulated by the 
examiner) and discuss something for a minute. Then they are told to look at all the 
pictures. They are given a hypothetical situation and then given three minutes to discuss 
together, using the pictures to help them with ideas. 

This part two topic is ambition so you could spend some time talking about how 
important it is to have ambitions, aims, targets etc in life, how easy it is to achieve / fulfil 
our dreams and ambitions, etc. 

Students carry out the speaking tasks in pairs (or threes if necessary) Don’t be too strict 
on the time limit as its much better to encourage fluency at this early stage of the course! 

WORKSHEET 13 – SPEAKING – Part 3. 

(This information appears on the worksheet for students too so they can read it as a 

class.) 

In part three of the speaking exam candidates are expected to speak on their own 

for about two minutes. Each student will be given a card with a question written on it 

with three bullet points as ideas to use if they like. Once they have finished, their 

partner will be asked to comment and then will be given their card. 

When both candidates have completed their individual turn, they will have a 

discussion with each other to explore the topics further. The examiner will use 

questions to help the discussion. 

Part 3 Speaking activity instructions: 

Put students into pairs and give one student an A card and the other a B card. Let them 
brainstorm some ideas together on both topics for a few minutes, help them with ideas if 
necessary. 
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Then tell them they are going to try to speak on their topic for two minutes. Tell students A 
to start. Keep a track of the time. When they have finished, their partner has to comment 
on what they have said by adding their opinion / agreement / disagreement. Then 
students B speak for their two minutes. 

For more practice, get students to change cards with another pair. 

The part 3 in the sample speaking test is on the topic of truth and dishonesty. To break it 
up a bit, the following worksheets will help produce some good vocabulary. 

WORKSHEET 14 – TELLING LIES word formation. 

Students read the instructions and do the exercise in pairs, making a note of any good 
expressions connected to truth and dishonesty ( lies, fibs, “porkies”, fake, fraud, untruth, 
etc. brainstorm any more expressions they may know.) 

ANSWERS: 1. Barely 2.assumption  3.dangerous  4. psychologist  5.dishonest 6.illegal 

7.unfortunately 8.simply 9.director 10.ignorance 11.organisation 12.misconception 

13.untruth 14.harmless 

WORKSHEET 15 – TELLING LIES vocabulary gap fill. 

Instructions on the worksheet. Make sure students make the appropriate changes so that 
each sentence is grammatically coherent. 

WORKSHEET 15 – Sample task Part 3 speaking. 

Having done the previous exercises, students should have a good collection of 
expressions to use in this speaking task. Follow the instructions from the previous part 3 
activity, Listen carefully as students speak and feedback with any error correction. 

WORKSHEET 16 – PHRASAL VERBS RACE 

Students may well have seen this worksheet before, but this is a quick race to test their 
memory and a game to play. Part 1: First give each student a copy of the worksheet and 
then, in pairs or groups of three tell them it’s a race to complete all the phrasal verbs. 
When the first pair shouts “stop!”  Everyone has to stop writing. Check the phrasal verbs 
are correct. If they have made a mistake, then everyone can continue! 

(ANSWERS: Hurry up, go up /down,  find out,  break down,  run out of,  look forward to,  try 

on,  turn up/ down,  turn on/ off , be over,  get on with,  take off, see (someone) off or set 
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off,  put on, throw away, look out,  look up,  give up, look up to,  give out, write down, 

cross out,  get on /off,  get into/ out of) 

 

Now the second part to the race is an activity where , still in pairs, students have to write 

two things for each phrasal verb. You could just read the following out and get them to 

write down their answers. Alternatively, give out the worksheet and it’s a race to complete 

it.  

When you go through the possibilities, a pair can score points for an answer that nobody 

else has thought of. Here are the prompts should you choose to read them out: 

 

Two reasons why you might have to hurry up 

Two things that can go up and go down 

Two things that you may want to find out before going on holiday 

Two things that can break down 

Two things that you can run out of 

Two things that you may look forward to 

Two things that can be over  

Two things that you can turn down 

Two things that can take off 

Two things that you usually put on every day 

Two things that you may need to throw away after a party 

Two things that you may look up on the Internet 

Two things that people may want to give up 

WORKSHEET 17. ANSWER AND EXPLANATIONS SECTION. 
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WORKSHEET 1.GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
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WORKSHEET 2: How special am I? 
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3.HOLIDAYS & TRAVELLING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever been 

to a famous sight 

and thought it was 

overrated? 
 

What’s the most 

unusual holiday 

you’ve ever had? 
 

Do you prefer to 

be active on 

holiday or just 

relax? 

Have you ever 

had to make a 

complaint while 

on holiday? 
 

Do you think we should 

get to know our own 

country before 

travelling abroad? 

 

Do you enjoy 

roughing it or do 

you prefer a bit 

of luxury?! 

 
 

Do you usually 

travel on a 

budget? (and 

stick to it?!) 

 

 

Would you rather go 

on holiday with a few 

friends or in a large 

group? (Why?) 

How important is 

it to speak the 

language of the 

country you are 

visiting? 

How do you like to 

remember holidays: 

taking photographs or 

buying souvenirs? 
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4. IDIOMS & PRESENTATION 

 

Do you know any idioms connected to travelling?? 
 

 
 
What do you understand by these expressions: 
 
 
Let's hit the road! 
Paul's got itchy feet.... 
My sister’s got the travel bug. 
You should try to travel light. 
To head off bright and early. 
The world is your oyster! 
To go off the beaten track. 
Bad news travels fast. 
 
“Take only photographs and leave only footprints” – to what extent do 
you agree with this statement?  
 
Task: Presentation (1-2 minutes) 

 

Your task is to talk on the subject: 

 

‘DOES TRAVEL BROADEN THE MIND?’ 
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Planning: In pairs, spend 1 minute making notes. If it helps consider the following 
issues: 
 

• Culture 

• Mutual understanding 

• Leisure opportunities 

 
Use some of this vocabulary to help you... 
 

Topic vocabulary 
To see the world 

To go globetrotting 

To develop cultural awareness/cross cultural understanding 

To become more open minded 

To break down barriers 

Cultural/national stereotypes 

To have fixed opinions 

To become more tolerant 

To experience something first hand 

Mass tourism 

Effect on the local population/indigenous population 

Tourist trap 

 

Expressions to offer 

examples 
For example 

For instance 

Take … for example 

To give you an example 

By way of example 

A case in point is 

To illustrate this 

To show you what I mean 

 

 
When you’re ready, give your presentation to the class, try to speak for 1-2 minutes between you. 
The rest of the class can follow up with questions or comments once you have finished. 
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WORKSHEET 5: COLOURFUL HOLIDAY COLLOCATIONS 
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WORKSHEET 6: HOLIDAY ROLE PLAY 

 
Task: Role Play  
 

You’ve been asked to come up with a one-day programme of visits 

for 

tourists who are visiting your local town/city for the 

first time. Work in small groups  on a programme that would 

give your visitors a positive experience of the local area. 

 

Avoid making the discussion a battle of ideas! Offer your suggestions 

in 

language that shows sensitivity to other people’s point of view.  

Offer examples to support your suggestions in order to make your 

point as 

clear as possible. 

When your group has come up with the programme for tourists, you 

are ready to present it to the rest of the class! 

 

Try to use some of the idioms and collocations from the previous 

exercises in making your presentation interesting! When each group 

had made their presentation, the class votes for the best one! 
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WORKSHEET 7 -  CPE QUIZ 

 
– How much do you know about the format of the exam? 
The numbers gameK Match the numbers to the information about the CPE exam. 
 

 
 
Work with a partner to complete the information with the correct number! 
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WORKSHEET 8. OUTLINE OF THE PROFICIENCY EXAM 

  

PAPER ONE – READING & USE of  ENGLISH  1 hour 30 mins 

 

• Part 1 – four-option multiple choice cloze (8 questions) 

• Part 2 – open cloze (8 questions) 

• Part 3 – Word formation (8 questions) 

• Part 4 – Key word transformations (6 questions) 

• Part 5 -  four-option multiple choice reading comprehension (6 questions) 

• Part 6– Gapped text (7 questions) 

• Part 7 – Multiple matching texts (10) 
 
PAPER TWO – WRITING  1 hour 30 mins 

 

• Part 1 – Essay summarising and evaluating key ideas contained in two texts. 240-
280 words. 

• Part 2 – choice of between five questions (choices may include an essay, review, 
article, letter, report) 280-320 words. 

 
PAPER THREE – LISTENING  approx. 40mins 

 

• Part 1 –multiple choice (6 questions) 

• Part 2 –Sentence completion (9 questions) 

• Part 3 –Multiple choice (5 questions) 

• Part 4 –Multiple matching (10 questions) 
 
PAPER FOUR – SPEAKING  16 minutes  

 

• Part 1 –Each candidate answers personal information questions. (2 mins) 

• Part 2 –Candidates interact with each other in a decision-making task. (4 mins) 

• Part 3 –Each candidate talks about a different topic for two minutes, and is asked 
to comment after their partner has spoken. This is followed by a further discussion 
of the topics the candidates have spoken about.(10 mins total part 3) 

 
Paper based exams: In Paper One Reading and Writing, students are expected to 
transfer their answers onto the answer sheet within the time limit of the exam.  
 
In the Listening paper they will have five minutes at the end to transfer the answers. 
 
 
The Reading & Use of English  paper is worth 40% of the total. Writing,Listening 
and Speaking parts are all worth 20% each. It is not necessary to pass each part, the 
average of all four parts together must be 60% or more to pass. 
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WORKSHEET 9 READING & USE OF ENGLISH SAMPLE EXAM 

 
 
PART ONE 
This task requires you to select from four options the correct word or phrase to fit in each of eight 
gaps in the text.  

This involves choosing the answer that correctly fits the meaning within a phrase or sentence, and 
you may also have to take into account the broader context of the previous or following sentences 
or the whole text. The texts are from a variety of sources and may be formal, neutral or informal in 
style. Each text has a title. There is one example answer.  

 

Preliminary exercises: 

Some items focus on the meaning of individual words in context. 

e.g. the following four options are all related to water yet only one fits in the context: 

 ‘The roof of our tent was K ’ 

A: pouring  B: spilling C: leaking  D: flowing 

 

 In other cases you may need to be aware of how the word is used in context this may involve, 
choosing the correct word not because of the meaning but because it fits in with the grammar of 
the sentence: 

e.g. 

‘You may be K in applying for this job’.  

A: interested  B: keen  C: eager  D:enthusiastic  

 

This part of the paper also tests fixed phrases, idioms and collocations such as ‘to pay 
attention to’ and ‘to take no notice of’ as well as phrasal verbs, and linkers such as ‘in case’, ‘as 
long as’ , ‘even if’ and ‘while’.  
 
Try the following examples: 
 
For the time .... we're happy living where we are. 
A: present  B: being  C: coming  D:now 

 

........ I'd like to help you out, I'm afraid I just haven't got any spare money at the moment.  

A: Even  B: Despite  C: Much as  D:Try as 

 

The gym instructor told us to spread ... so that we'd have enough room to do the exercises. 

A: over  B: round  C: out  D:off 

 

Now you're ready to do an example test part! 
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READING & USE OF ENGLISH PART TWO 
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READING & USE OF ENGLISH PART THREE 
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READING & USE OF ENGLISH PART FOUR 
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READING & USE OF ENGLISH PART FIVE 
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READING & USE OF ENGLISH PARTSIX 
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READING & USE OF ENGLISH PART SEVEN 
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WORKSHEET 10. WRITING SAMPLE EXAM 
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WORKSHEET 11. LISTENING SAMPLE TEST 
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WORKSHEET 12. SPEAKING PARTS 1 & 2 
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WORKSHEET 13. SPEAKING PART 3 ACTIVITIES 

In part three of the speaking exam you are expected to speak on your own for about 

two minutes. You are given a card with a question written on it with three bullet 

points as ideas for you to use if you like. Once you have finished, your partner will be 

asked to comment on what you have said and then will be given their card. 

When you have both finished, you will have a discussion with your partner to explore 

the topics further. The examiner will use questions to help the discussion. 

Activity. 

Work in pairs. Look at the cards and talk together for a few minutes to generate 

some ideas. (In the real exam you do not have any time to prepare your talk) 

Also try to brainstorm some linking expressions which will help you organize your 

talk. 

When your teacher tells you to start, try to talk for approximately two minutes on 

your topic. Then swap cards with another pair. 

 

A. How has life changed in the 

past hundred years? 

• work 

• education 

• family life 

B. What changes do you foresee 

in the future? 

• accommodation 

• fashion 

• transport 

  

A. To what extent does a 

successful career depend on a 

good education? 

• aptitude 

• qualifications 

B. How important is it to choose 

the right career? 

• job satisfaction 

• financial considerations 

• lifestyle 
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• economic conditions 

  

A. When a new product is 

launched, what things make it a 

success? 

• advertising 

• price and packaging 

• product quality 

B. What should a shop or 

supermarket do to ensure 

customer satisfaction? 

• staff attitudes 

• prices 

• range of products 

 

Once everyone has spoken, ask some general questions on the topics,  

e.g.  

Which is more important in a career, a high salary or an interesting job? 

Do you think that staying in the same job all your life is a good or a bad thing? 

What are the most important qualities you should show at a job interview? 

What can we do to make the world a better place to live in? 

Are we losing touch with the natural world? 

Are people becoming less important than machines? 

How is the way people shop today changing? 

Is shopping nowadays more pleasurable than it was 50 years ago? 

Do customers have greater expectations of products and services nowadays? 

What kind of things makes customers angry these days?  
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WORKSHEET 14. LIES & DISHONESTY USE OF ENGLISH & COLLOCATIONS 

The part 3 exam task  we are going to look at is on the topic of truth and dishonesty. 

Here we look at some vocabulary connected to this topic and a text written in the style of Use of 
English part 3 word formation: Fill the gaps with a word formed from the base word below the text. 

Now, be honest! Most of us, in the course of our working day, tell the odd little fib. 

We may pretend we’ve nearly finished something when we’ve ……(1)……….. started it or 

say someone is in a meeting when they don’t want to take the call. But it’s very easy 

for white lies to turn into something more serious and the ………(2)………that little 

porkies are a necessary part of a secretary’s role is a ………(3)…….. one. “Most 

secretaries are used to telling white lies for the boss,” says Ros Taylor, business 

…………(4)………. ”If he asks you to do something that is slightly more ………(5)…….., the 

easy thing is to assume that it’s OK, that he wouldn’t ask you to do something 

……(6)………. …………(7).....…………., that isn’t always the case.” Last month, a PA to a chief 

executive who was being tried for fraud admitted in court that she had faked 

documents to smooth the passage of a huge deal. She argued that lying was standard 

practice in the city and that she was ……(8)………….trying to protect her boss. But 

must secretaries sign up to a culture of dishonesty? What happens if you want to 

tell the truth? 

“I’ve done things that I know are dishonest,” says Kate Matheson, PA to the 

……(9)……..of a large property company. “It’s easy to feign ………(10)………….. I’ve 

shredded things that, deep down, I know I should be kept, and been asked to change 

figures on documents that, if I really thought about it, I’d know shouldn’t be 

changed, but my boss is top dog in a huge ………(11)…………. and I’m not about to say no 

to him. I’ve always assumed that since I’m doing what I’m asked, it couldn’t get me 

into trouble.” 

This is a common …………(12)…………. The fact is that any ………(13)………., even a 

seemingly ………(14)…………. white lie, can lead to trouble, and the best policy is to try 

to avoid dishonesty from the start.  

 

1. BARE 

2. ASSUME 

3. DANGER 

4. PSYCHOLOGY 

5. HONEST 

6. LEGAL 

7. FORTUNE 

8. SIMPLE 

9. DIRECT 

10. IGNORE 

11. ORGANISE 

12. CONCEIVE 
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13. TRUTH 14. HARM 

Now make a note of the words and expressions related to telling lies: 

 

 

Choose a word or expression to complete the gaps in the following sentences. Be sure 

to write the correct tense! 

 

lie through one's teeth 

tall stories 
catch someone out 

be economical with the truth 

(not) trust someone an inch 

white lie 

compulsive liar 

barefaced lie 
pull someone's leg 

straight 

be taken in 

have someone on 

pack of lies 

 

1."Jack told me he had had dinner with the president!" 

"And you believe him? I think he was ......................................................!" 

2. I asked him three times where he'd been that evening and he wouldn't give me a ..................... 

answer. 

3. The police officers were convinced the suspect was ................................... but they just couldn't 

....................................................... 

4. There is something a bit strange about the new boss, I don't .....................................................! 

5. I'm basically a very honest person but I suppose I tell a little .............................. from time to 

time. 

6. Kate's parents realised that she hadn't been honest about where she had been. She had 

told them a whole .......................................... 

7. You can't trust a word Jack says, he's a ................................................... 

8. In the media, instead of accusing journalists of writing a........................................., we can be 

more diplomatic and say they are being................................................................... ! 

9. Julie's story about her holiday romance sounded so convincing I was 

completely..................................... . She laughed so much when she finally told me that she'd 

been......................................................! 

10. The teacher was fed up of Billy's ............................................. about being abducted by aliens ! 

 

Discuss these questions as a class: 

• When is it acceptable to lie? And to what extent? 

• Is it possible to go through life only telling the truth? 

• Are you a good liar?  

• Is it inevitable that public figures lie at some time or other? 
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WORKSHEET 15. SAMPLE SPEAKING PART 3  

Now look at a real task part 3:  
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 WORKSHEET 16: PHRASAL VERB RACE !! 
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WORKSHEET 16: PHRASAL VERB RACE PART TWO 

 

Two reasons why you might have to hurry up........... 

 

Two things that can go up and go down........... 

 

Two things that you may want to find out before going on holiday........... 

 

Two things that can break down......... 

 

Two things that you can run out of.......... 

 

Two things that you may look forward to........ 

 

Two things that can be over...... 

  

Two things that you can turn down..... 

 

Two things that can take off...... 

 

Two things that you may look up on the Internet.... 

 

Two things that people may want to give up...... 
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WORKSHEET 17: SAMPLE EXAM ANSWER KEY WITH EXPLANATIONS 
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LISTENING AUDIOSCRIPT 
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STUDENT SAMPLE OF A REPORT WITH COMMENTS (SOCIAL PROBLEMS) 

 

 


