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ADVANCED – OPEN CLOZE – HALLOWEEN HISTORY 

 

Choose the best word that fits each blank from A-D in the list below 

 

Halloween is celebrated 0. on  the night of October 31.  The word Halloween is a 

shortening of All Hallows' Evening also 1. _________ as Hallowe'en or All Hallows' 

Eve. 

 

Halloween has its 2. _________ in the ancient Celtic festival Samhain. The festival 

of Samhain is a celebration at the end of the harvest season. The Celtic people 

believed that on October 31, the boundaries 3. _________ the worlds of the living 

and the dead became thinner and the deceased could visit the 4. _________ on 

this special evening.  

In ancient times, the festival frequently involved lighting bonfires. It was 5. 

________ that the fires warded off evil spirits. People often wore animal masks or 

scary costumes in an 6. _________ to mimic the spirits, scare them away or 

appease them. On this night, it was also customary to leave cakes, fruits or nuts 

as a gift or offering to the spirits. This tradition lead 7. ________ what we know 

today as “Trick or Treating.”  

During Samhain, the Irish carved turnips and placed a candle 8. ________ of 

them to trick or scare off evil spirits. When Irish 9. _________ went to America, 

they quickly found out that there weren’t as many turnips there, and that 

pumpkins were bigger and better to carve scary 10. ________ on! 

 

Example: 

0. a) on 

 

b) at 

 

c) into 

 

d) down 

1. a) called b) known c) renown d) knew 

2. a) original b) originated c) origins d) originally 

3.a) between b) among c) close d) surround 

4. a) lives b) dead c) relations d) living 

5. a) believes b) thoughts c) believed d) believe 

6. a) attempt b) argument c) exemption d) idea 

7. a) in b) to c) about d) with 

8. a) outside b) inside c) into c) beneath 

9.  a) emigrants b) migration c) immigrates d) immigrants 

10. a) facets b) facades c) faces d) smile 
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Answers 

Example: 

0. a) on 

 

b) at 

 

c) into 

 

d) down 

1. a) called b) known c) renown d) knew 

2. a) original b) originated c) origins d) originally 

3.a) between b) among c) close d) surround 

4. a) lives b) dead c) relations d) living 

5. a) believes b) thoughts c) believed d) believe 

6. a) attempt b) argument c) exemption d) idea 

7. a) in b) to c) about d) with 

8. a) outside b) inside c) into c) beneath 

9.  a) emigrants b) migration c) immigrates d) immigrants 

10. a) facets b) facades c) faces d) smile 

 


