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ADVANCED – VOCABULARY – RELATIONSHIP IDIOMS 

 

Topic: Vocabulary Relationships (Idioms) 

Part 1 

Match the idiom on the left with its meaning on the right:  

 

1 To get on like a house on fire: A strong feeling of dislike against somebody who 

somebody else has just met. 

2 To get on one´s nerves: To meet somebody at first, and become friends quickly. 

3 To put a great strain on: A relationship which often goes up (in terms of mood, 

trust, affection, communication) but also often goes down. 

4 To put somebody down: To become unbearable or unpleasant, stop working 

properly. 

5 To have it in for someone: To become fond or attached to. 

6 A rocky relationship: To admire. 

7 To turn sour: To maintain communication with somebody. 

8 To turn one´s back on somebody else: To intend to harm somebody, especially because of a 

grudge. 

9 To take to: To show contempt for somebody. 

10 To take an instant dislike to somebody: To remain remote or distant from someone or 

something 

11 To look up to somebody: To hurt somebody´s feelings. 

12 To look down on somebody: To Irritate or exasperate somebody. 

13 To keep oneself to oneself: To burden or overload something or somebody.  

14 To keep in touch with: To stop being involved with somebody. 
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ANSWERS PART 1  

1. To get on like a house on fire: To meet somebody at first, and become friends quickly. 

2. To get on one´s nerves: To Irritate or exasperate somebody. 

3. To put a great strain on: To burden or overload something or somebody. 

4. To put somebody down: To hurt somebody´s feelings. 

5. To have it in for someone: To intend to harm somebody, especially because of a grudge. 

6. A rocky relationship: A relationship which often goes up (in terms of mood, trust, affection, 

communication) but also often goes down. 

7. To turn sour: To become unbearable or unpleasant, stop working properly. 

8. To turn one´s back on somebody else: To stop being involved with somebody. 

9. To take to: To become fond or attached to. 

10. (to take) an instant dislike to somebody: A strong feeling of dislike against somebody who somebody 

else has just met. 

11. To look up to somebody: To admire. 

12. To look down on somebody: To show contempt for somebody. 

13. To keep oneself to oneself: To remain remote or distant from someone or something. 

14. To keep in touch with: To maintain communication with somebody. 
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Part 2 

Complete the sentences using the vocabulary in the previous section. Write between 2-5 words. 

 
1. Had Jill and Kelly not met at high school, they wouldn´t have gotten on 

___________________________, they are very close friends. 

2. Asking silly questions all the time, Martin really ____________________ teacher´s nerves. 

3. Working extra hours every day has put ____________________________ my relationship, we hardly see 

each other. 

4. To tell that somebody is not smart enough to learn another language ____________________________. 

5. At first, it seemed that my coach ____________________________, then I realized he just wanted me to 

do my best. 

6. Some people think that if you ____________________________ relationship, it becomes boring. 

7. After ten years of doing the same routine every day, Mike and Julia´s relationship 

____________________________. 

8. Although The General Manager has showed intentions to fire a great deal of his workers, they, however, 

have never ______________________________. 

9. I wish _________________________________ Sam. Now I realize there are many things I don´t like 

about her. 

10. Daniel has always behaved in a becoming manner, but his girlfriend´s father 

_______________________________ to him when she introduced him to her father. 

11. Being a single mother of a handicapped child is a very difficult issue to manage. It should make people 

_____________________________________ mothers. 

12. The engineer _______________________________ the masons if he hadn´t experienced the hard work 

that they do. 

13. ______________________________________ isn´t the best way to find a partner. 

14. Had _________________________ my relatives, I would know where they are living now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@clgranada.com
http://www.clgranada.com/


       

 

 
 

 
 

 

CL GRANADA, S. L.  C/ Puentezuelas, nº 32, 1ª Planta - 18002 Granada.  Teléf.: 958 53 52 53   Fax: 958 25 15 46 
E-mail: info@clgranada.com  Web: www.clgranada.com        

                                                      Rev: 12/09-09-18 

 

 

 

Part 2  

Answer Key 
1. Like a house on fire 

2. Gets on his / got on his 

3. A great strain on 

4. May put the person down / may put her/him down / can put the person down 

5. Had it in for me 

6. Do not have a rocky  

7. Turned sour 

8. Turned their backs on him 

9. I had not taken to 

10. Took an instant dislike to him 

11. Look up to those/these 

12. Would have looked down on / would look down on 

13. Keeping yourself to yourself 

14. I kept in touch with 
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