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DO YOU KNOW ANY IDIOMS CONNECTED TO BOOKS AND READING?  
 

     
 
Here you’ll find a selection, can you match the idiom to its meaning? 
 
 

1. If you can read someone like 
a book,… 

a) They falsify the accounts of a 
company. 

2. If someone or something is 
an open book…. 

b) You read in more detail to find 
the implied meaning of 
something. 

3. If you are in someone’s good 
(or bad) books,… 

c) You know them really well and 
know how they feel, how they 
will act. 

4. When you read between the 
lines, …. 

d) You decide to change your 
behaviour for the better. 

5. If you take a leaf out of 
someone else’s book,…. 

e) We mustn’t base our opinions 
on first appearances 

6. If someone cooks the 
books,… 

f) You imitate a (usually) good 
quality that someone else 
possesses 

7. If you turn over a new leaf,… g) They (or it) are easy to 
understand and you know a lot 
about them. 

8. If you take something as read h) You’re in favour (or out of!) with 
someone 

9. You can’t judge a book by 
it’s cover 

i) You assume it is true without 
further discussion. 
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IDIOMS ANSWERS: 
 

1. c 
2. g 
3. h 
4. b 
5. f 
6. a 
7. d 
8. i 
9. e 


